
 
       
 

 

 
GETTING DISSERTATIONS 
 
WorldCat – Locating Materials in other Collections 
 

WorldCat is a catalog of libraries worldwide.  In addition to being a great place to look for books on a 
topic it is also possible to look for specific items and to initiate interlibrary loans. 
 

• On Library homepage, click on Other Libraries. Then WorldCat. 
• Type in search words.  
• Use drop down boxes to look for specific items by author, title, subject heading, etc. 

 

*Truncation will get 
superintendent 
superintendents, 
superintendency  
 
Use punctuation for 
degree types  

 

Checking Internet 
finds only dissertations 
available online – 
many, but not all, are 
free  
 
To limit to 
dissertations use the 
Subtype Limits under 
Any Content 

Results List Hints: 

 The ethical dimension of the superintendency in handling allegations of 
sexual misconduct  

 http://www.lib.utexas.edu/etd/d/2003/freemanmhm032/freemanmhm032.pdf#page=3 
 http://wwwlib.umi.com/cr/utexas/fullcit?p3119642

 
• URL with institution is probably free; URL with “umi” will take you to an option for ordering it 
• EDGEWOOD COL, OSCAR RENNEBOHM - Indicates that Edgewood owns the item 
• Click on title to see Detailed Record Click and from there use ILL   icon to create an 

InterLibrary Loan request.  We will try to borrow the dissertation first and call you when it comes in. 
 
• The Library will purchase 3 dissertations for you to keep as you research for your Ed.D.  
• Individuals can order additional dissertations through UMI with a credit card.   
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http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSPage?pagetype=return_frameset:sessionid=fsapp13-40441-exyv3gxi-bbixg1:entitypagenum=12:0:entityframedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lib.utexas.edu%2Fetd%2Fd%2F2003%2Ffreemanmhm032%2Ffreemanmhm032.pdf%23page%3D3:entityframedtitle=WorldCat:entityframedtimeout=30:entityopenTitle=:entityopenAuthor=:entityopenNumber=:�
http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSPage?pagetype=return_frameset:sessionid=fsapp13-40441-exyv3gxi-bbixg1:entitypagenum=12:0:entityframedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwwwlib.umi.com%2Fcr%2Futexas%2Ffullcit%3Fp3119642:entityframedtitle=WorldCat:entityframedtimeout=30:entityopenTitle=:entityopenAuthor=:entityopenNumber=:�
http://0-newfirstsearch.oclc.org.oscar.edgewood.edu/WebZ/FSPage?pagename=ill:sessionid=sp04sw01-46201-dl1appac-f9rh8p:entitypagenum=17:0�
http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=fullrecord:sessionid=fsapp13-40441-exyv3gxi-bbixg1:entitypagenum=12:0:recno=6:resultset=5:format=FI:next=html/record.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:entitytoprecno=6:entitycurrecno=6:numrecs=1
http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=fullrecord:sessionid=fsapp13-40441-exyv3gxi-bbixg1:entitypagenum=12:0:recno=6:resultset=5:format=FI:next=html/record.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:entitytoprecno=6:entitycurrecno=6:numrecs=1
http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSPage?pagetype=return_frameset:sessionid=fsapp13-40441-exyv3gxi-bbixg1:entitypagenum=12:0:entityframedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lib.utexas.edu%2Fetd%2Fd%2F2003%2Ffreemanmhm032%2Ffreemanmhm032.pdf%23page%3D3:entityframedtitle=WorldCat:entityframedtimeout=30:entityopenTitle=:entityopenAuthor=:entityopenNumber=:
http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSPage?pagetype=return_frameset:sessionid=fsapp13-40441-exyv3gxi-bbixg1:entitypagenum=12:0:entityframedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lib.utexas.edu%2Fetd%2Fd%2F2003%2Ffreemanmhm032%2Ffreemanmhm032.pdf%23page%3D3:entityframedtitle=WorldCat:entityframedtimeout=30:entityopenTitle=:entityopenAuthor=:entityopenNumber=:


Dissertations at Edgewood 
 

• To find dissertations by Edgewood graduates 
• Search the Library Catalog with the keywords: thesis and Edgewood 
• Bound copies may be checked out  

OR FOR ELECTRONIC VERSIONS:  
• Under Resources by Subject / Education 
• Click on Dissertations & Theses @ Edgewood College   
• Full text PDF will be available for all these dissertations 
• Search by author, title, or keywords   
• To see all dissertations available enter Edgewood and change Citation and abstract to 

School name/code index:    

 
 

Dissertations in Databases 
 
A number of specialized databases include indexing and abstracts to dissertations in their fields:    

• PsycInfo (Psychology), MLA International Bibliography (Language & Literature), CINAHL (Nursing) 
• ERIC has indexing and abastracts with full text PDF files for most dissertations from 1993 forward.   

 
• Search on your topic and limit to Publication Type under the Refine Search Tab and select one or 

more types of dissertations by holding CTRL key and highlighting all desired.   
• Different indexes use slightly different terminology.  ERIC example: 

 

  
 

 
 
Development of a Model for a School Facilities Construction Program: Congruence of Building Programs 
under the Ohio School Building Assistance Program with the Model. . By: Dubbs, Philip E.. 1992 224 pp. 
(ED449652) 

 224 p.  Ed.D. Dissertation, Miami University, Ohio.  
Full Text from ERIC  
Available online from January 1993 onward; otherwise produced only in microfiche  
 
Save full text through Adobe options in tool bar closest to text:   

   Save to disc or your home computer, print, Add to a Collection of  Adobe 
files, or e-mail the link or attached full document to yourself.  
 
 
Dissertation Abstracts Online  

 
• Index of dissertations in all subject areas accepted from accredited institutions  
• Author, title, subject indexing back to 1861; includes abstracts from 1988 to present   
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http://www.eric.ed.gov/contentdelivery/servlet/ERICServlet?accno=ED449652


 
 

•    
Selected Books to Help with Writing Dissertations 

 

Best, S.J., & Krueger, B.S. (2004).  Internet data collection. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.   
ZA4228 .B47 2004    

 

Burgess, H., Sieminski, S., & Arthur, L. (2006).  Achieving your doctorate in education. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
LB1742 .B87 2006    

 

Coghlan, D., & Brannick, T. (2001). Doing action research in your own organization. London; Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage.   H62 .C5647 2001  

 

Denzin, N.K., & Lincoln, Y.S. (2005).  The Sage handbook of qualitative research.  (Rev. ed.). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage.  H62 .H2455 2005     

 

Locke, L. F., Spirduso, W. W., & Silverman, S. J. (2000). Proposals that work : A guide for planning dissertations 
and grant proposals (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  Q180.55.P7 L63 2000  

 

Mauch, J. E., Birch, J. W., & NetLibrary, I. (1998). Guide to the successful thesis and dissertation [computer file] : 
A handbook for students and faculty (4th ed., rev. and expand ed.). New York: M. Dekker.  
e-book in Library Catalog   - also on shelf  LB2369 .M377 1998 

 

Mauch, J. E., & Park, N. (2003). Guide to the successful thesis and dissertation: A handbook for students and 
faculty (5th ed.). New York: M. Dekker.  LB2369 .M377 2003  

 

Meloy, J. M. (1994). Writing the qualitative dissertation: Understanding by doing. Hillsdale, N.J: L. Erlbaum 
Associates.  LB2369 .M38 1994   also 2001 edition e-book in Library Catalog   

 
 

Orcher, L. (2005). Conducting research: Social and behavioral science methods. Glendale, CA: Pyrczak.   
H62. O734 2004  

 

Padget, D.K., ed. (2004).  The qualitative research experience. Belmont, CA: Thompson.  HV 11 .P24 2004 
 

Payne, G., & Payne, J.  (2004).  Key concepts in social research.  London, Sage.     REF H62 .P39 2004 
 

Piantanida, M., & Garman, N. B. (1999). The qualitative dissertation: A guide for students and faculty. Thousand 
Oaks, Calif: Corwin Press.  LB2369 .P48 1999  

 

Punch, K., & Punch, K. (2003). Survey research: The basics. London, Thousand Oaks, Calif: Sage.   
H62 .P934 2003  

 

Saldaña, J. (2003). Longitudinal qualitative research : Analyzing change through time. Walnut Creek, Calif: 
AltaMira Press.  H62 .S3186 2003  

 

Sansone, C., Morf, C.C., & Panter, A.T., eds. (2004) The Sage handbook of methods in social psychology.       
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  HM1019 .S24 2004  

 

Schwandt, T.A. (2001) Dictionary of qualitative inquiry (2nd ed.).  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  
REF H61 .S4435 2001 
 

Silverman, D. (Ed.). (2004). Qualitative research: Theory, method and practice (2nd ed.). London: Sage.   
H62 .Q359 2004  

 

Swetnam, D., & NetLibrary, I. (1997). Writing your dissertation: How to plan, prepare and present your work 
successfully [computer file] (2nd ed.). Oxford: How to Books.  e-book in Library Catalog 

 

Thomas, R. (2003). Blending qualitative & quantitative research methods in theses and dissertations. Thousand 
Oaks, Calif: Corwin Press.  LB2369 .T4575 2003  

 
 
See also these Subject Headings:  
 

Action Resarch   Qualitative Research   Social Sciences – Research  
Dissertations, Academic  Research Methodology  Social Surveys 

 Education Research  Sampling (Statistics)     
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